
then feel free to ask her to 
teach you how to call her by 
her Chinese name. She’ll 
gladly accept the challenge 
of introducing another 
friend to an important part 
of who she is.   

To Esther, home is,  
“Wherever I can spend a 
wonderful time with family 
and friends.” Home spans 
the globe for her as she con-
tinues studying here at Fuller 
School of Psychology. 

Esther Chin is a 4th year stu-
dent in the School of  
Psychology Clinical Program.  
Her family, parents and 
younger brother, are living in 
Hong Kong and she is cur-
rently engaged to be married 
in 2011!   

Esther loves to exercise.  
Invite her for a step class, 
badminton game or wake-
boarding and she’ll jump at 
the chance.   

She enjoys the beach and 

her ideal day would be spent 
there with a beer and impos-
sibly good chicken wings.  
And maybe her fiancé will 
join just because he’s cool 
like that.   

So when you run into Esther 
wakeboarding with a wing in 
one hand and dissertation in 
the other, and you have  
exhausted the fascinating 
topics of hemispherectomies 
stress, and how resilience 
might relate to cognitive 
function and allostatic load, 

M E E E T I N G  E S T H E R . . .  

R EG A R D I N G  R E S E A R C H . . .  
Esther is interested in Neuro-
psychology and learning as 
much as possible about the 
brain. She is currently  
working on her dissertation 
with hemispherectomy  
patients and exploring which 
hemisphere of the brain can 
better support long-term 
functioning.   

She also is fascinated by the 
topic of resilience and stress. 
She is working on various 
projects developing a resil-
ience inventory, studying 
how resilience relates with 
different factors, such as 
behaviors ,  subject ive  
interpretation of traumatic 

events, trauma exposure and 
ethnicity; and exploring how 
resilience relates to cognitive 
function and allostatic load.   

Her research on hemispher-
ectomies was presented as a 
poster at the 2010 APA con-
vention and she was a co-
author on three posters  
presented at INS that dealt 
with hemispherectomies and 
traumatic brain injury.   

This year she will continue to 
work with Dr. Sarah Marion, 
coordinating the three differ-
ent research teams that are 
part of the Neurocognitive 
Disorders & Intervention 

Lab.  While working with Dr. 
Marion, she will also be a 
research assistant for the 
Headington Institute super-
vised by Fuller Alumni,  
Dr. Galen Buckwalter.   

She received her bachelor’s 
in Cognitive Science from the 
University of Hong Kong, and 
her M.S. in Cognitive Neuro-
psychology from University 
College London, in London 
England.   
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The Five Point Spread 

4th Year Student in the PhD Program 

Research Fellow for Dr. Sarah Marion in the Neurocognitive Disorders and Interventions Lab (2nd Year!) 

Dissertation involves working with Hemispherectomy patients 

Recently presented at the 2010 APA Annual Meeting 

And recently started sensing that graduation was actually possible! 
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